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Central Asia: Region with theworldósmost

and largest endorheic river basins
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Irrigated lands: hot spots of population

density dependent on rivers

Source: www.cawater-info.net



Water resources in a typical endorrheic river

basin in Central Asia (Figure: Tarim Basin)

Patrick Keilholz, TU Munich, www.sumario.de



Water resources in a typical endorrheic river

basin in Central Asia



Which food, fibres, and raw material do we

obtain from such a river basin?

Patrick Keilholz, TU Munich, www.sumario.de
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Which food, fibres, and raw material do we

obtain from such a river basin?



Lake Balkhash

Water bodies in the delta

Submerged dense reed

Non-submerged dense

reed

Open reed and shrub

N

Submerged

dense reed

Non-

submerged

dense reed

Open reed

and shrub

Which food, fibres, and raw material do we

obtain from such a river basin?



Which food, fibres, and raw material do we

obtain from such a river basin?

Biomass: Feed 

stock for paper, 

pulp, boards, 

potentially for

fibres (viscose) 

and bio-plastic.



Which food, fibres, and raw material do we

obtain from such a river basin?

Fodder for livestock



Which food, fibres, and raw material do we

obtain from such a river basin?

Fodder and fuel

wood (under

careful

management!)
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Salinization and desertification




