American University of Central Asia Fall 2016
Senior Project I

Mondays/Wednesdays 9:25-10:40
Instructor:

Christopher Schwartz
Office Hours:

Mondays/Wednesdays 14:30-16:30 + Special appointment
E-mail:

schwartz_c@auca.kg
Course Description:
The Senior Project is a major, independent practical work that senior students of Journalism and Mass Communication do under the guidance of a faculty supervisor. It is an eight-month (= one academic year), six-credit class (including an independent project work worth 6 credit hours in the Spring semester). The class offers seniors the opportunity to complete a significant, extended project that signifies the culmination of their Baccalaureate education.
Your Senior Project can be any topic and use any media type; depending upon the difficulty of the subject-matter, it can also be of any length and style. However, all Senior Projects must be journalistic. This does not mean they need to be “news” in the strictest sense of time-sensitivity, e.g., an Inverted Pyramid-style report about a very recent event; they can be “news” in the broader sense of either a story or an angle on an existing story that has not been done before. 
You may choose and combine from the following categories (read the footnotes):
	Medium
	Story-type

	Short-form news reports

	Politics/Governmental

	Long-form news-report

	Social/Cultural

	Analytical “think-piece”

	Art/Entertainment

	Narrative news-report
	Science/Technology

	Documentary film

	Economic/Financial

	Photo-reportage
	Human Interest

	Radio/Television broadcast

	Travel

	Mixed media/multimedia
	Investigative/Data

	Experimental

	Experimental6


Regardless of what you choose to do, you must stay within the bounds of journalistic methodology and meet the standards of journalistic content, especially sourcing and fact-verification. In other words, your Senior Project is not an artistic endeavor. That said, if you have a particularly persuasive and compelling reason to engage in the more experimental realms of journalism, as your faculty supervisor I am willing at a minimum to discuss it. 
The responsibility for selecting your Senior Project's topic, medium and methodology – not to mention developing, organizing, implementing and bringing to conclusion the project – all rests with you. As your faculty supervisor, my function is to serve as your advisor and to meet regularly with you to evaluate your progress and provide guidance. I understand that many of you have had heretofore little concrete journalistic practice and even that your prior education may have been overly theoretical. For such cases, I am willing to provide remedial training during coursetime. 
Important things to keep in mind:
· After a period of discussion, all students will be required to submit a written “pitch”.
· There will be a system of progress reporting and reviewing, to ensure that everyone's Senior Projects are developing smoothly and to catch any potential serious problems before they become fatal for the project.
· All Senior Projects regardless of medium are expected to have a written component, if nothing else than a press release (although it will need to conform to the standards of press release-writing, including the Inverted Pyramid).
Targeted Knowledge and Skills: On the one hand, you will need to achieve at a minimum moderate proficiency in the basics of journalistic storytelling, including methodology, medium, the Inverted Pyramid, sourcing, fact-verification, audience psychology and reporting ethics. On the other hand, you will need to cultivate self-initiative and the ability to effectively manage your time and resources without the need for intensive regulation by the faculty supervisor.
Grading: Grading is done according to a 100% scale and according to standards that will be primarily qualitative rather than quantitative in nature. Specifically, you will be graded upon: (A) The intensitity and extent to which you participate in class, with emphasis given upon the extent to which you seek out guidance when necessary and are receptive to it when given. (B) The intensity and extent to which you demonstrate proficiency in the basics of journalism, although the measures for this will depend upon the project. 
Other important things relevant to grading:
	Scale

	A
	94-100%
	C+
	77-79%

	A-
	90-93%
	C
	74-76%

	B+
	87-89%
	C-
	70-73%

	B
	84-86%
	D
	65-69%

	B-
	80-83%
	F
	64% and below


· Officially, this course will be in English. For some of you, writing news in English will be very difficult. I will of course take that into consideration.
· Because this is a practical course, I am not planning on giving you mid-term and final exams. I may, however, assign to you mid-term and final assignments. If I do, you should expect these to be worth double (2Í100%) a normal assignment.
· Regarding plagiarism, bribery, and other bad habits – plagiariasm automatically results in a failure for the assignment (0%), while attempted bribery automatically results in a failure for the course and I will report you to the university.
· If you disagree with your grade, please speak to me in person. If disagreement persists, then speak with your academic advisor about filing an appeal. In the event that I am your academic advisor, please speak with the faculty head.
· I am open to the possibility of providing extra credit, but the conditions for this need to be discussed in class and agreed upon collectively.
Required Texts: During the course, I will provide you samples of good and bad news-writing relevant to each of your proposed Senior Projects. In the event that remedial training is needed, I will likewise provide you relevant texts.
Tentative Course Schedule: This course schedule is subject to change. It is possible that some of you will be “ready to launch” with your Senior Project ideas and others will take some time, so that different students will move at different paces. There is nothing wrong with this!
	Content
	Homework

	Week 1

	Get to know each other. 

Has anyone done any journalism yet? 

What is journalism? 

Looking back on your undergraduate education:

- why did you choose journalism?

- will you pursue it as a career after graduation?

- what do you feel you still do not know/understand?
Assessment of previous education:

- Inverted Pyramid

- basic journalism terms

- media theory versus journalistic practice

- organization training (if any)
	Read the syllabus. 

Make a bullet journal.

Start brainstorming your Senior Projects.

	Week 2

	Remedial training (content of which depends upon the conversations in Week 1).
	TBD

	Week 3

	If necessary, continuing with remedial training.

Professional discussion

Practical exercise/brainstorming 1
	TBD

	Week 4

	Professional discussion

Practical exercise/brainstorming 2
	TBD

	Week 5

	Initial group fieldwork and/or equipment tests
	Write prospective pitches

	Week 6

	Submit and discuss pitches
	TBD

	Week 7

	Professional discussion

Practical exercise/brainstorming 3
	Write progress reports

	Week 8

	Progress reports
	

	Week 9

	Professional discussion

Practical exercise/brainstorming 4
	TBD

	Week 10

	Professional discussion

Practical exercise/brainstorming 5
	TBD

	Week 11

	Second group fieldwork
	Prepare basic drafts

	Week 12

	Professional discussion

Practical exercise/brainstorming 6
	Write progress reports

	Week 13

	Second progress reports
	TBD

	Week 14

	TBD
	TBD

	Week 15

	TBD review/discussion.
	TBD


�	If you will only do short-form news-reports, then you need to submit a portfolio of at least three “clippings” on a subject and/or related themes and issues.


�	If you will only do long-form news-reports, then you need to submit a portfolio of at least two “clippings” on a subject and/or related themes and issues.


�	Must contain original reporting, including quotes from authoritative sources. If you will only do an analytical “think-piece”, then you need to combine it with at least one other medium.


�	Including animation or motion graphics.


�	Ideally, combining an anchor-correspondent interaction.


�	For example, a dramatic performance, semi-fictionalized narrative, Gonzo, etc. I actively discourage students from doing anything in this category, but I am not against it, either.
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